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SUBMISSION BY SOUTHERN RHODESIA 

At the meeting of the Trade Negotiations Committee on 19-20 September 1965, 
the Government of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland indicate?, that 
although not a member of the Group on Cereals it attached interest t ."> the work 
of the Group, and it accordingly submitted a memorandum which was distributed 
to the Group in document Spec(62)284. In a letter to the Executive Secretary 
dated 14 March 1964, the Government of Southern Rhodesia, in view of the 
dissolution of the Federation and the reassumption of membership of the? General 
Agreement by Southern Rhodesia, requested the Group to- note that the ab^ve-
mentioned memorandum mutatis mutandis reflects the interest of Southern Rhodesia 
in international trade in cereals. The attached document contains statistical 
data relating to Southern Rhodesia in particular. 
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THE INTERESTS OF SOUTHERN RHODESIA IN INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE IN CEREALS 

Southern Rhodesia's main interest in international trade in cereals is 
in respect of maize, in which it normally has a substantial export interest. 

Maize 

All maize for sale (i.e. excluding maize grown and consumed on farms), 
must, in the first instance, be sold to the Grain Marketing Board. All exports 
of maize are sold by the Board to best advantage on world markets and no export 
subsidies are involved. 

Marketed production, local sales and exports have, in recent years, been 
as follows: Almost the entire output consists of white maize: 

Southern Rhodesia 

ïear ending 
50 June 

1959 
I960 
1961 
1962 
1963 

Marketed 
production 
short tons 

296,800 
355,100 
237,900 
538,200 
406,300 

Local sales 
short tons 

231,300 
236,000 
262,400 
177,200 
179,400 

Exports 
short tons 

45,300 
95,800 
36,700 
381,000 
287,100 

Exports as % 
of marketed 
production 

15.3 
28.6 
15.4 
70.8 
70.7 

Southern Rhodesia's place in world trade in maize 

The Commonwealth Economic Committee's Review of "Grain Crops 1963 No. 9n, 
shows in Table 4l the principal maize exporting countries. However, if allowance 
is made for imports by the exporting countries, shown in Table 44, then the net 
export position is as follows: 

Net Exports of Maize 

Main Exporting Country 

United States of America 
Argentina 
South Africa 
Roumania 
Thailand 

1961 ('000 tons) 

7,320 
1,703 
1,054 
619 
558 



Spec(64)122 
Page 4 

Main Exporting Country (cont'd) 1961 ('000 tons) 

Prance 457 
Yugoslavia 570 
Soviet Union # 339 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland 278 
Angola 159 
Bulgaria 103 
Cambodia 102 
Burma 25 
Dominican Republic 17 
Morocco 11 
Uganda 10 
Paraguay 10 

While Southern Rhodesia's share of trade in maize is small relative to 
that of the world's major exporters it is significant in relation to the export 
levels reached by other countries. It is also significant in the case of world 
trade in white, as opposed to yellow maize. Based on data provided in Table 4l 
of the Commonwealth Economic Committee Report, it is estimated that the assumed 
share of trade for Southern Rhodesia amounted to 32,000 tons out of 6,374,000 tons 
in 1956, rising to 240,000 tons out of 13,507,000 tons in 196l. 

Importance of maize exports to Southern Rhodesia 

In Southern Rhodesia, maize is the staple cereal and the most widely 
grown crop in the country. In terms of value of output it is normally the 
second most important crop and generally some 70 per cent of the market crop 
is exported, although seasonal factors have an important bearing on the level 
of exports. It is estimated that the value of maize exports from Southern 
Rhodesia during the year 1963 was about £2 million whilst during 1962 it was 
about £5 million. 

* 
Of which it is estimated that net exports from Southern Rhodesia were 

about 240,000 tons. 


